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Alfalfa

ol eroson is sometimes a problem

Whenaconventionalseedbedhas

been prepared for seeding dlfdfa  on
Sopng  lbnd  Nod seedig of didla can hep
prevent erosion, as wel as conseve  moisture,
decreasewaterrunoffandsavetimeandiabor.

The cost of esbishment s usualy lkess for no-
il because chemical costs are lower then the
cost of preparing  a conventional seedbed.
Successil nodl essbisment o didla  de
pendsonfollowingalloftherecommended

B

GetReadyforNo-Till

The most imporant  aspect  of nodil
seedng 5 the preparation. The dbedve B D
ceate an envionment i which the alfafa
seedlingscangrowandbecomeestablishedas
rapdly as possble.  This wil ensure agood stand
of dfdfla tat wl be podudve  for many years.

Seps for rod dbla  esabidment

1 Sedect apoper s for  esabishment

2 Axy Ime ad ferdizer accodng D sl B
recommendations.

3.Removeheavythatchandplantgrowthby
grazingormowing.

4 Kl esng \gedion pior D seedng

5 Pant the seed 12 inch deep in most sol.

6. Apply an insecticide to prevert insect damage
0 seedings

Shce te e of andfdfa  sand depends
paxidly on the nid dad dedly, & B oo

Bt 0 seed dfdfa Mo asuiabe  envionment
The seps o nod didfa  edabisment ae
Oesobed h gedr ded n s pubicaion

1. SELECTAPROPERSITEFORESTABLISH-
MENT. Afala does not tolerate poor drainage,
but grows best on a deep, weldrained ol
Good drainage  is essential for awoidng  weed
invasion  and root diseases, and prolonging  the
e dtesad t 5 a0 Mot tae HA
not bepaned o anodd sand o afafa
Maure afafa pats secee demicas  that
prevert afafa  seeds from gemminaing  and
becoming  established. Afeld shoud be out of
dda for a kst or year beoe reesabEh
ment Anewstand of afafa  less than one year
od can be reseeded to thicken thin stands or
bare aeas. | 5 essenfd tat te sand be less
than one year old.

2. APPLYLIMEAND FERTILIZERACCORDING
TOSOIL TESTRECOMMENDATIONSPhosphate
andpotashlevelsshouldbeinthemediumto

high range before planting. Sol pHshoud be
65 0 70. f sd pHbs 60 o loner, deby
scedng utl asol st indcaes apHo 65 o
hgher.  Lime and fetizer canbegoped n
o sping.  Unifoom  distribution o tese oer te
s mpoent

3. REMOVE HEAVY THATCH AND TALL PLANT
GROWTH BY GRAZING OR MOWIN@emoval
of el gowh s necessary to have adequate light
for seed germinaion and ealy growth of the
b sadns



4. KILLEXISTING VEGETATIONPRIORTO
SEEDING. This will  remove compefiion  for  light,
water and nutients  between afdfa seedings
andotherplants. Themethodsandchemicals
neededaredeterminedbythevegetation

presert

A Toseedintoapastureorhayfieldof
fescueororchardgrass:

k hes poven diick

nel

od d o te peen
pens n od pestres and hay fiedds  pior

0 noting E: % 2 Thebet reas hae
generallyoccurredwhenanannualsummer

o wner aop b wed pir o all, which
alons more tme for perennial  weeds to be

K

1. Wherebroadleafiveedsarepresent,

welb o 24D (1 qat bwoak

) prae olb2pk o Banvd per
ae b e te hadiold broadkeaf
weeds ad dover.  The 24D  gpplcations
shouldbemadesixweekstotwomonths

beore seeding i pevert damage b the
dah swads t 5 bt b gy Bawd
h te soig bebe H seedy o 0 te
d bebe gy seedy deb te by
resdd  ded o Baved Toaod o
nuy, ety paty o Doas br eah
pint per ace of Bamel used Banel can
begpled h the @ (Sepemba) ad the
fescie can be gazed in Ociober or Noverrr
ber. Whenthe fescue regrowth  has reached
2b 3idhes gpy 15 pis per aoe
Gamoxone BExta.  The aala  can be seeded
in the sping.  Whenweed growth  is
pesat a seeding time n gy, gpy 1
pit  per age Gramoxone Bda and sufac
at

2 For fescue aone uypto 4inches @l
use wo gpplcations of Gamoxone Exta at
100p prae 10D M4das gat Ths
has poied  beter coid  then a Sige
gpkan od20 ps t 5 ggedy
esr bHd #BEuae h @ ten h gy
The fescie  must be green o be kied by
Gamooe BEda For best resuls the
Bsae soud bel2p 4ivhes @l Uselb
2¢s o novor suadat  per 100
galons of spay mxue and gy n 2
Dgaos o waer pr aoe Rt Bn oy
ps ae recommended.

3 For ochardgrass W o 4inches @l
gy 15 pits per ace Gamoxone Exta
o it guan adbby byan
atiod 10 pt pe aoe goian
about 10 14 days ke Odhadgass 6
moe diout b o ten Eug thee
e, eta cae shod beused b ewsue
eclet gray owage Uselb 2quarts
o oot st pa 10 gbs o
sy mde

4. Roundupmaybesubstitutedforthe

24D and Banvel for the comol  of
broadleafweeds  .Roundupcanbeusedto
K boadeaf weeds ad doves  ad asst
wih the cotd o pererrid gasses whch
ae ately gomyg a te tme o soar
ing. Whenusing only one spray  gpplicar
fon wih Roundyp, 310 5quats per age
ae waly needed b cowd pasre  sods
n te syig  Unesly o Teresse
research has shown that the Iquat e of
Rounadupplusafollov~upspraywith1

pit  per ace of Gamoxone Exta gies
sasacoy cord o most weeds n the
fal.

B.Seedingintowheatorrye:

1 For smal grans grazed in the sping
- Whenthe wheat or ne s 4 1o 6 inches
a t o besgpaed wih 15 pis per
age Gramoxone BExta and suacarnt
bloned by axther  goplcaion o 10 pit
Gamoxore BExta pls sulacart in 14
s f geen vege@ion 5 pesat When
the stdl gan 6 aboe 6ides @
(oiting) h soig e te @ gonh
by gazng or mowing. Let the foage
regow o 3o 4iches and soay wih 15
pits  per ace Gamoxone BExta  pls
ukat Sadte A ek, f
te sl gan A 6 mat conpee ue a
roay moverio remove the @l goowth
ta mght shae te ada

2 If wheat or e is havested for hay
osge n ae A - Apy 10 b 15
pits  per ace Gamoxone BExta  pls
sukdant  afer wheat or e shons green
regovh.  Seed the aldla  immedaely, Use
the hgher e whenathck sad 6
pesat



C.Seedingintosummerannual:
1 Seeding in the sping - Use 15 pitts
per aoe Gamoxone Exta pls sucat
Kd geen weads doved by abla
seedy

2 Seedng in the @l - Use one gooicar
in o 10 b 15 pis per aoe Gamoxone
Bia ps sutdat oowed by dba
seeding.  Usethe hgher e when a thick
sad of weeds 5 pesat Whee dlda &
b be sected Hloviy aon Sot  resaal
hebicdes  such as Suan, 24D, Basagan,
Lasso or Dual should be used for weed
comd h con b pevet darnage b the
dah by hetoke esdes

5. PLANTTHESEED 1/2INCHDEEPINMOIST
SOIL. Theseedmustbeplacedinthesoiland
covered, no deeper than 12 inch. K the seed are
plantedtoodeep,thenseediingemergencefrom
te s wl bepoaxr Thee ae seed nod
dis aakbe whch meer te afdla  seed and
placethematthe1/4to1/2inchdepth.Most
nod ds w awo pat whea, gan soghum,
soybeansandsorghum-sudangrasshybrids.
Someof the desrable fealures ae
A Arding couter or dsk opener to cut through
sodormulich.
B. Snge or doubledisk  furtow openers for
proper pacement of the seed in the sol
C.Easyandaccurateseedingrateadjustments
ad dats for the diferet cops.
D.Narrowpresswheels(approximatelylinch
wide) o fim the sois aound te seed
E.Seederswhichareheavyenoughtopenetrate
te sl adae but sudy enough for nodl

6. APPLYANINSECTICIDE TOPREVENT IN-
SECTDAMAGE TOSEEDLINGS. Generally,there

ae more insecs  present in kiled pasue o hay
sods than in row cop stbble.  There are also
moe insecs  in falplanted sods then in sping-
planted sods. Oneexception might be if sprng
amywormsarepresentinsmallgrainusedfor

hayorsilage. 15GFuradangranulesareno

longer labeled for infumow  application. The
ony insediddes aeckbe ae boadeest  insedh
cides. TheUniversityof Tennesseerecommends

application of 1quat per ace Fuadan 4Fin 20
o 30 galons of waer per ace appied at plant
g

7. OTHER IMPORTANTITEMS:

A.PlantAugust15toSeptember30or
Mach 1o Apd 30 Later pantng in the
sping  has been successil wih  nodil
comparedtoalfalfaseededonprepared
seedbeds.

B.Use15t020poundsof inoculated  seed
peracreofarecommendedvariety. The
recommendedvarietiesare:Aggressor,

Alfagraze, Belmont, Chief, Cimanmon VR,
Garst636,Legacy,Pioneer5432and
NK Muiking |

C. Pant ony in amoist seedoed. With dry
s conddions, most nodl paies Wl
notmakeanadequatefurroworcover
the seed. Wih dry condions, seed
geminaion and seeding suwwval  will  be
poor, and the inocuant ocoud be kiled.

D.Threetofivepoundsoforchardgrassmay
be added o the afdfa In most cases, it
B dedde D wa i ader te i yex
to put in orchardgrass, because of grass
problemswithnewseedingswhichneed
to be controled wih chemicals  (Poast
Plus).Whenamulchispresentwhere
db s moid odadyess Bt
needed for emson  contol

E. Pant in 8inch or namower rows. Cross
driing has shown only smal stand
increases, butmaybeadvisablewhere
tedig B did wih sorerod dk

F. Keb hebidde maybeused in e fal  for
chidweed and annual grass conrol  in fal
seedngs. Keb wd  not cord  henbit  or
deadnette. Use 15 © 20 bs. of the 50

percentwettablepowderperacre.Kerb

wl W odadyess Donat apply unt
temperaturedropsbelow50F.In dor-
mant fallseedings, GramoxoneExtra
maybeusedat0.4to1.Opintperacre

for control of chickweed and henbt, and
suppresson  of deadnettle, bluegrass and
aher weeds. Applcaion D ddfa tat B
notdormantorhasbrokendormancy

mayresut in stand andlor yield reduc
s



G.Use2,4-DB(Butyrac200)forcontrolof
mostoftheannualbroadleafweeds. The
24DB wil not comol  chdweed — henbt
o dedete .t s s, tEkS
and buttercups. In sping  seedings,
ragweed,lambsguartersandpigweedare
controlled, aong wih most of the wam-
seasonbroadleafweeds.Use3.5t05.0
pnts of fomuliation per ace. Donat
hanvest for 60 days afier  application on
seding  didia The waiing peiod 5 0
daysafterthenewseedinghasbeencut
once for hay or slage.

H. Be prepared t0 use Poast Plus herbicide
for control  of johnsongrass and annual
gasses as wel as suppresson of re
growthfromfescueororchardgrassin
mostspringseedingsandsomefall
seedings. Apply 15 pint per ace Poast
Pus wih two pnis per ace of aop dl
concenrate o conrdl crabgrass,
goosegrassandotherannualgrasses2to
3indes @l Usethe 225 pint per ace
of Poast Pus with two pnts per ace of
aop ol concentale © oontrol
johnsongrass  and volunteer  small  grains,
and for the best suppresson of fescue
andorchardgrass. Twoapplicationsmay
be needed to control  the perennial
gases. Donat gaze teaed didfa  for
seven days folowing  application. Do not
havest for hay for 14 days afler appica
8

For more information
see ExtensionPB1521“
Weed Management .”

on weed cortrol  in  alfalfy,
HayCropand Pasture

Precautionary Statement

Topratectpeopleandtheenvironment,
pesticidesshouldbeusedsafely. Thisis
evenyones  responshity, egeday  te usn
Read and folow  label  diredions carefuly be-
foe you buy, mix apply, store or dispose of a
pesticde. Accoding 0 laws  reguiaiing pest-
cides,theymustbeusedonlyasdirectedby
te B

Pesticdes  recommended in this  publica-
tionwereregisteredfortheprescribeduses
tnuously  being reviewed.  Should regstration
ofarecommendedpesticidebecanceled, it
would nolongerberecommendedby The
Universty — of Tennessee.

Use of tade or brand namesin tis pub-
ication 5 for daty and informaton; t does
notimplyapprovaloftheproducttotheex-
dson o ahes whch maybe of smiar, Ui
ablecompasition, nordoesitguaranteeor
warant the sandard of the product

Credit is gven t Hadlan Whie and Dae Wolf of
Vigna Tech for asssance  wih the oigdl
pubicaion
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